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to fill the highest place in the land. But he had still to
wait four years before that great honour was his. On
this occasion John Quincy Adams was elected, and it
was not until 1828 that General Andrew Jackson was
chosen by an overwhelming majority to be President
of the United States.

At this time Jackson had already passed his sixtieth
birthday. His figure was tall and thin, very erect as
befitted an old soldier, while his head was crowned with
iron-grey hair, and the whole expression of his face
betokened energy and determination. His election was
hailed with joy by the general public, if not by the
wealthier classes. Previous Presidents had always been
men of good family, but now, for the first time, a son
of the people was ruler of the country, and the masses
of the common folk acclaimed him from one end of the
land to the other.

Jackson was President for two terms, from 1829 to
1833, and again on re-election from 1833 to 1837.
During his period of office many social reforms took
place. The standard of education was raised, tem-
perance encouraged, and conditions in prisons and
asylums improved. The greatest political struggle, in
which Jackson's chief opponent was the famous Henry
Clay, was over his dissolution of the United States Bank,
and the transfer of government money to other banks.
This was done because Jackson and his followers be-
lieved the bank to be corrupt and that it used public
money to help, by means of loans, those people whose
political aims it approved, while it withheld similar
assistance from those of contrary views. Whether they